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known but most valuable treatise‘‘ On the Attributes of God as 
Revealed in the Physical Universe ” (Duncan ; three vols., 1837) 
—is one prolonged demonstration of the severe universality of 
moral conditions as determining physical results in the history 
of mankind. And with this Christ’s teaching, I think, is in 
full accord. 

It is not easy to conceive of anything more shocking 
than this. The only Love that is cruel is a thing which no 
honest man would entertain, only a Zola could talk of it; 
and this is the Love that our anti-necromancer attributes 
to his Deity. His God is a God of Prey. The value of 
Mr, White’s asseverations vanishes utterly when we know 
that he is the mouthpiece of such a God as that. 


NOTES BY THE WAY. 


There can bo no truer note of progress than the ery 
which is being raised against the multiplicity of phenomena. 
At the same time it must not be forgotten that the pro- 
duction of phenomena is still absolutely necessary for many 


£ pople. Of the demoralisation that comes through ‘the 
We constant use (or rather abuse) of the séance we have 
eg no doubt: and this demoralisation, unhappily, is not 
“xx. | wntined to the sitters themselves, for it can hardly be 

atmosphere can be of much benefit to those intelligences. 


supposed that the retention of unseen intelligences in this 
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that it is as easy to understand how all kinds of attach- 
ments arise, according to principles quite within the ken of 
ordinary knowledge, as to understand the rationale of 
attachments manifested in the world of chemistry, say, or 
in the realms of colour or music. The same principles of 
attraction and association govern all attachments every- 
where.” Assertion again. How does our correspondent 
know this? à 


gave their sanction to those experiments, and so encircled 
them with a halo of respectability, as some have meanly in- 
sinuated, but because those experiments were carried out 
with unusual care by a body of trained experts. There are 
many, we are glad to think, who no longer need phenomena, 
as there are some who have never needed them; but the 
majority of mankind are, as yet, unable to use any sense 
other than the recognised five. Intuition is to be won ; it 
| des not always come unsought. 


ü Our correspondent further says that ‘“ Licnt” has 


always been agnostic on the subject of Re-incarnation, and 
asks, “Is it agnostic no longer?” May we remind him 
that pre-existence, which is, to our mind, a necessary 
corollary of subsequent existence, and Re-incarnation are 
not the same thing? To have lived before does not 
necessarily mean to have been incarnated here ; and what 
was intended by the Note was that attachments which are 
made apparent here are the presentations, under present 
conditions, of some affinities existent in anterior states. 
This does not necessitate, nor does it deny, Re-incarnation. 
It may seem vague to say, “ Love has its roots in eternity,” 
but the vagueness is only apparent. The dualism which is 
represented here by the two sexes possibly, probably has 
been a dualism of great duration ; and perfect attachments 
occur only when that dualism is complete. 


The Rev. Edward White has been writing in the 
“Christian World” anent certain objections brought 
against his Merchant Lectures by Mr. R. J. Lees. Among 


other things he says :— 


penalties, whether against Israelitish or Canaanitish sinners, I 
have always thought that modern theoretical objections to such 
terrible elements as the death-penalties of sin, as presented in 
the Old and New Testaments—(founded on some men’s notions 
of the universal ‘‘ mercifulness " of the most High God)— must 
vanish before the spectacle of the physical universe, as now 
studied and understood.  Butler’s great argument of tho 
“Analogy” requires to be supplemented by the wider knowledge 
of the “constitution and course of Nature” as now professed by 
modern science. The awfully destructive administration of 
physical law in every department of creation, and also the ter- 
rible reality of the System of Prey, on which the world of ani- 
mated Nature rests for its very existence,in nearly every depart- 
ment of life reveals the existence of a Creative Power far indced 
removed in character from the imaginary ‘‘God” of humanitarian 
dreamersand psalm-singers—a power, however, precisely in accord 
with those Old Testament attributes of the Jehovah of the Mosaic 
law whom it is the fashion of one-sided thinkers to describe as a 
mere phantom of ancient ferocious imaginations. It is no doubt 


r | As to the severity of the Mosaic legislation on the side of 


Devachan is a name which may or may not be the 
name of a thing; and the Higher Self, though probable, is 
not of absolutely certain demonstration ; but there come 
welling up out of an indefinite past to some hazy recollec- 
tions of things lost which are being partially restored, 
and these come neither from Devachan nor from the Higher 
Self. To ask for more Light on such a subject as this is to 
truc that “God is Love"; but love is itself the fiercest and ask for illumination where none can be Pior a a to 
most formidable of forces against those who contest its rule. demand the perfection that comes through suffering without 


“God is Love” and “Our God is a Consuming Fire" are—I take ! experiencing the pain. 
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Its valuo for experimental psychology is incontestibly very 
great. Practical advantages may also be drawn from it—e.g., a 
criminal who denies his deed might be put back by suggestion 
into the past situation, and repeat his whole course of action 
intuitively before the judges, A judicial proof of his criminality 
would, indeed, not be attained by this unless his acting led to 
the discovery of a corpus delicti. 

Bur that experimental psychology which wo steer towards 
could be much quicker reached by us if, instead of repeating 
long-proved facts, we engaged in new researches. We do not 
wish hereby to advocate exporimenting at random. In natural 
and artificial conditions of sleep most remarkable phenomena 
often occur spontaneously. If we look at them more closely we 

shall sea that the lovor that raises them is most often a deep- 
reaching auto-suggestion of the sleeper. It is then a task for 
experimentat psychology to lay hold of these natural wonders 
and to replace the auto-suggestion therein by outer-suggestion. 
This programme for experimental psychology I have, by word 
and by peu—in my *‘ Studies in the Occult Sciences,” in my 
“Hypnotic Criminality and its Discovery,” and various disserta- 
tions at various times—insisted on and partly supported by 
experiments, but as a voice calling in the wilderness. How- 
ever, I can wait, because I am convinced that no better receipt 
for an experimental psychology exists than this—namely, to 
produce artificially by outward suggestion all that auto-suggestion 
accomplishes naturally. 


A PREMONITORY VISION. 


The “ Religio-Philosophical Journal” prints this :— 


Mr. C. W. Moses, of Garrett, Ind., who is the son of a 
Methodist minister and is himself a member of the Methodist 
Church and not a Spiritualist, relates a very remarkable incident 
which has been published in a number of the daily papers. The 
incident is substantially as follows :— 

“Tt was in 1885,” said Mr. Moses, ‘‘ and I was running from 
Garrett, Ind., to Chicago on the night run and pulling the 
‘limited.’ I left Garrett at 1 a.m. for Chicago on the night in 
question. We left Garrett in good condition, but a few minutes 
late, and I endeavoured to ‘make up’ lost time on what is 
known as ‘Suman’s grade,’ which is some twenty miles long 
aud terminates at Salt Creek. The last three miles is perfectly 
straight to the Salt Creek bridge. When my train reached this 
straight track I noticed a white pillar or cloud occupying the place 
of the bridge and reaching quite high. I took it to be fog, but 
neither abore nor below the bridge was the same visible. I 
asked my fireman if he saw it and he said ‘ Yes,’ but thought it 
was fog. About this time I felt as if someone were in the seat 
behind me, but on turning around no one was visible. I then 
felt a hand upon my right shoulder and then heard my mother 
say : ‘Charlie, that bridge is burned.’ I felt the fingers very 
very plainly upon my shoulder. I knew my mother’s voice— 
can anyone forget the voice of a mother? At once I applied 
the air, or at least as soon as I recovered my astonishment. 
The train came to a standstill about twenty feet from the cast 
approach of the bridge. I told my fireman that I would take 
my torch and walk across the bridge and that he should not 
more the train until I signalled. I walked about fifteen feet 
when I came to the end of the bridge—found that thirty-seven 
feet had burned and dropped into the water and put the fire 
out. What I saw made me so weak that I did not have any 
strength to move, and sat down on the end of the remnant of 
the bridge. The conductor soon came to where I was and I 
related to him what I have now told you.” 

Mr. Moses, in reply toa letter written to Mr. T. H. Moore- 
house, Marengo, Ohio, says that the story given above is true. 
He says that he cannot understand nor explain the facts and 
does not attempt to, but adds: “I trust that in the future, 
when I can see as I am seen and know as I am known, that 
these things will be no mystery to me. Other and similar things 
have occurred to me in past life. I am now completing my 
thirty-seventh year as a locomotive engineer, am yet in active 
service and have never killed or crippled one human being, and 
hope by the blessing and help of the God I love that I may 
never have the blood of a fellow-mortal upon my hands. As I 
am about to go out upon my run, I will close. I run a mail train 
east from Garrett to Chicago Junction, Huron county, Ohio.” 

This letter is dated Garrett, Ind., May 22nd, 1893. How 
do those who recognise nothing supernormal in life account for 
this experience of an engineer and for similar experiences of 
which there aro well-attested reports ? 
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RECORDS OF PRIVATE SEANCES. 
FROM NOTES TAKEN AT THE TIME OF EACH SITTING 


No. LXII. 


From THE Recorps oF Mrs. S. 


February 4th, 1871.—Present, usual circle, Mr. P. and Mr. 
S.M. After the circle had been harmonised by scent, Imperator 
controlled, saying: “We have difficulty in controlling the 
medium this evening, as his mind is full of troubled thoughts, 
and this operates against us. We cannot use hiin, and we are 
compelled to put aside the information we wished to give, in 
order that we may clear away what is troubling his mind. He 
is concerned in an attempt to put together relations of Spiritual- 
ism and what our friends have called Occultism, and it is not 
possible to do so with his present information. These relations 
cannot yet be established.” 

The question was asked ‘‘ As to the operation of spirit in the 
plane of matter, and its condition before incarnation ?” 

‘« Spirit is developed through various processes up to the time 
of its iucarnation, and this development occurs at different 
periods and with different results. We cannot agree with that 
phase of the promulgation of spiritual truth about which the 
medium has lately distressed himself, as the views are erroneous 
and only partially true. Spirits are of various grades, and all 
interfere on your plane, but it is better to postpone questions 
regarding them, and how they operate on yourworld. You will 
in time wonder how it could have been believed that only 
human spirits have been working when you learn of the action 
of elementaries. We have impressed on the medium that to 
put forth truth largely mixed with error is nat wise. These 
statements should not be put forward dogmatically, and for the 
present any promulgation of such facts and truths should be 
undertaken with a heavy sense of responsibility. But friends 
in America are in grave error, truth being mixed with their own 
ideas, and this has vitiated the truth, and given to it a false 
colour.” 

This and much that followed referred to American informa- 
tion upon spiritual subjects that had troubled the medium’s 
mind. Imperator then added : ‘“ You are now passing through 
a great wave of spiritual power, and every act is fraught with 
serious significance. Throw the whole weight of your influence 
into the progressive movement, rather than into an 
unprogressive one which may seem safer and is sure 
to be followed by the majority. We stand at the top of 
the hill, you at the foot, and we see further than you 
can, having a higher standpoint of knowledge and a wider 
range of vision. A strife is going on in our world on the sub- 
ject of suppression of the fact of Spirit Communion. The more 
darkness the better it is for the adversaries. The relationship 
between us and you always exists, mediumship is merely the 
consciousness of this relationship. By the exercise of will- 
power, the obstacles to intercourse with your guardians may be 
overcome. Consciousness of mediumship will in time become 
the normal state. It is only a question of the development of 
the spiritual body and senses.” 

March 11th.—Our usual Sunday evening circle met this 
evening. Benjamin Franklin controlled, and spoke as follows: 
“I have been asked to come, and you must take down what I 
say, with regard to mediumship, and the reason for the change 
which is now taking place with your medium. There are many 
kinds of mediumship ; a medium properly developed goes pro- 
gressively through all its different stages, and ought not to go 
back. The first kind of mediumship belongs to the physical, 
such as rapping, tilting, light, musical sounds, and hands, or 
bodies manifest to the sense of touch. We pass to mental and 
internal mediumship inherently of a higher type. Impression 
of spirit on spirit, manifested first in automatic writiny, and 
direct writing so-called, or what you are now hearing ; control 
of the organs of speech, substitution of an external intelligence 
for the spirit of the medium; or control of a medium for the 
purpose of healing, or speaking to an audience. In these cases 
you have the control of the physical organs, and mental energy, 
by an external intelligence, which replaces the medium’s 
own. So far mediumship is usually developed. Besides this, 
there is the best and highest type, which uses the normal 
powers of a medium as a channel of inspiration. Mediumship 
progresses up to impressional mediumship, in which normal 
powers of spirit are exalted and the best communications given. 
This is what we have been asked to say. This medium, a pure 
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ing publication ; his objective power as a medium 
almost extinct, Phases of facts and 
will be used occasionally, [ shall bo more and more absent 
from your worldahsent and yet present, less and less mixed with 
the atmosphere of earth ; less and less disturbed by its vanities 
and vexations ; more and more removed to the serenity and 
calmness from which I came, and to which I return. So long 
as the medium remains in this present stage of life, I shall be 
less intimately associated with him, as the new phase will be 
ene in which he will net need as much of my superintendence 
as heretofore.” 

March 25th (Palm Sunday).—This evening the usual Sunday 

evening circle met. We had been told to bring some rings 
that we had had made in order that the spirits might surround 
them with their influence. We arranged them in the middle of 
the table. Much scent was brought. We heard rapping and 
the musical sounds in the neighbourhood of the rings and 
circle. The rings were all made with gems that had been 
brought to the circle at different times. I also placed two 
crosses made of palm, that I had brought from church in the 
morning, in front of me on the table. After the séance was 
over we found the rings had been removed from the centre of 
the table, and had been placed before me in the shape of a 
cross. The palm crosses had been removed, and one was 
placed opposite to Dr. S., the other opposite to Mr. Percival. 


We met two or three times after this séance, with the usual | 


manifestations. 

May 20th (Whitsunday).—This evening our two children 
were allowed to sit for the first time. We had not thought it 
wise to admit them before, though they were very desirous to 
join a circle that had met for five years in their house. 

Imperator admitted it was inevitable, and told us it would 
do R. no harm, and might increase the founts of inspiration with 
Charlton. The spirits manifested very freely, making all their 
different musical sounds and bringing much exquisite scent. 

Imperator controlled, saying it was a good day to admit the 
children for the first time to the circle, and compared our silent 
meeting inaclosed room to the day when the few were gathered 
together waiting for the coming of the Holy Ghost. 

After the séance was over we found direct writing placed on 
he table, “ God bless the children. —Pav.iye.” 


SPIRITUALISM IN SPAIN. 


The ** Review of Psychological Studies ” of Barcelona, which 
is now in its twenty-fifth year, is probably, under the direction 
of Viscount Torres-Solanot, the most ably conducted and most 
representative of any journal of the sort published in the 
Peninsula. One cannot, of course, apply anything like an 
English standard in estimating the progress made in psychologi- 
eal matters in Spanish-speaking countries. Iu England liberty 
of conscience and freedom from State interference leave the 
const clear for work along well-defined lines, but in a country 
like Spain any journal primarily devoted to Spiritualist, or, 

indeed, to any belief which brings it into antagonism with the 
ecclesiastical authorities seems inevitably largely taken up with 
Freemasonry, and with endless struggles with the civil power to 
obtain even a measure of social liberty, so that little space is 
left for psychological affairs proper, When we consider this, 
the review is clearly the result of unusual enthusiasm and much 
hard work. Month by month we are given fifty pages of matter, 
including a section devoted to mesmerism, and an instalment 
of some noteworthy book—the one now running is Delanne’s 
“*Spiritualistic Phenomena.” Translations are given of the 
most up-to-date thought in every branch of the inquiry, and 
the one thing necded, more original research, will doubtless 
be supplied now that a new ora of liborty has dawned in Spain. 
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tracted in the article of “Licut” of July Isr y 
“Theosophy and Spiritualism” ), on Mrs. Besant’s ac, 
the state of the soul after death doubtless represents 
prevalent attitude in relation to the statements in qi 
“What is the source of information?”  * How dog 
Besant know!” &e. Now, though no one can answer a 
Besant nearly as well as that most able lady can angy. 
herself, I should like to say something fron my own bei, 
viewrespecting the grounds of belief in matters transcendi 


Garp. 
normal experience of our earth-life. i 

There is no principle to which verbal homage is more ta 
accorded than that of natural law—meaning thereby 
constancy or regularity of nature in her forms and pros 
But as soon as we begin to turn our thoughts to the e, 
physical order—those of us who agree that it exists—we im. 
altogether this principle of the unity of nature, and dep, 


SA 
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* proof” of statements which are really only statements nis 
continuity, in the, to us, invisible sphere of nature, of th., 
already known to us in the visible. We asume n 
nothing can be known of the invisible order except bya . 
besinning of experience, which is the proof we desiderate, 7 
For instance : We die as to the body, but we neverthel., 
believe that this death is not the end of us, and it isas t.. 
conditions of our survival that we seek for evidence. p. 
strange to say, it never occurs to us to ask the really seien 
question on the subject, viz., what, in this continuous ji. ; 
the individual, is the natural meaning and significance of s 
phenomenon of physical death ? In other words, we do act Sez 
to co-ordinate the facts of physical death and psychical sariz 
with the nature already known to us. And yet it is onb; 
this cannot be done, if the question, what is physical dea: 
this relation of survival, in the known order of nam: 
cannot be answered, that we are driven to the derw 
for new evidence to elucidate the mystery. 
not want extrinsic evidence to subsume a fact under a geza 
law with which we are familiar, we have only to observe what: 
the fact, as far as we can trace it, conforms to the law. 
principle of uniformity in nature demands a generali 
whereby the same law shall cover or include classes of 
mena not hitherto co-related, when we find the relation ta 
sist up to the point at which direct observation is arrested iz 


case of one of the classes. 

The unity of nature is best demonstrated whenever physx 
and psychical phenomena are thus brought into line. The fance 
generalisation by which Mr. Herbert Spencer brough: sx 
phenomena under the law or formula of organic evolution iss ax 
in point. 
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Professor Drummond's book, ‘‘ Natural Law in} 
Spiritual World,” though too much directed by sectarian px- 
conceptions, has philosophical value of a similar kind. & 
Swedenborg’s conception of “the Grand Man,” as in È 
Apostolic conception of our organic membership in the unive 
Christ-man, we have the same idea carried higher as dirs: 
spiritual constitution. Finding unity through organic inter 
tion to be the highest process and attainment of nature in :¥ 
physical and psycho-physical order, it is legitimately infers! 
that this process is universal, and that spiritual progress in + 
“ discreto degree ” (as distinguished from progress in the “aw 
tinuous degree ”), consists in higher integration. whereby th 
unit or integer of a lower order becomes, by surrender of x? 
centrality or separate ‘* will,” idencitied with and functionsiy 
participant in a more universal life, just as it had bbn 
established its own integral individuality by natural subjeccie 
of the substances which composed it, which ir continually 


A, 


assimilated, and which assumed functions in its organie lii 
The question now before us, however, as to our posthumoas 
life in self-centred individuality, is prior to thar of the nex 
stage of integration, with which religion is essentially concerse. 
The phenomenon of physical death and what follows have ås 
religion only just so much interest as nightfall, we will ssy. ms 
have fora man with a yet unfulfilled life-purpose, which hs 
many days for its accomplishment. Only when the ùf 
has contributed nothing to the end in view, or has, maybe 
retarded it, is night regrettable. Physical death we have © 
conceive asa natural point in the course of the individual I¥ 
on its own plane, and before there is any immədiite quest" 
of transference to a higher plane, that is, while we are still * 
the ‘‘continuous” degree of spiritual progress. Dosth bs 
become for us a dolorous incident because we have failed 9 
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And yet how naturally it is s0 conceivable, 

Wo 
speak of our ** rest, ” of tho “ weariness" of age, and so forth. 
Why should we consider these spontancous phrases, common to 
all ‘mankind everywhere and always, as figurative merely, 
rather than as telling tho simple, natural truth of tho matter ? 
Does naturo olfor to our experience no law which fits our case, 
no law, that is, to which, as far as wo can observe our caso, wo 
aotually conform, and to which, therefore, wo are philosophi- 
cally coustrained to infer that wo conform altogether {Such a 
law, | submit, is that of periodicity, of the cyclo of alternate states, 
the law by which nature, alike in tho annual and in the diurnal 
course, passos from activity to rest, and from rest to activity, or 
rather from external and apparent (objective) activity, to the 
internal and non-apparent (subjective) activity (which is indeed 
rest from tho former functions), and vice versé, This law, she 
expressly telly us, has cyclo within cyclo, repeating its process 
ou the larger and the smaller scale (¢.g., day, lunar month, 
and year, with corresponding divisions), as indeed the samo is true 
also of material forms, as in the leaf with the same articulation 
and structure as the tree on which it grows. Tho periodicity of 
all naturo wo know to be represented in its smallor scale or 
eycle—(the diurnal) in our own lifo—is it not so also on the 
larger? Given the fact of an individuality which docs not 
decease when it casts its physical integument and organism, 
wo should first ask whethor this means that it has gone out of 
our nature altogether, into a wholly other cosmos, or that it is 
undergoing a phase which is known to be according to the law, 
or uniform process of our nature ; which we caunot, indeed, 
subject to direct observation on the larger scale of our life, 
scing that we are as yet in another phase, but which the very 
phase in which we are represents for us on the smaller scale of 
the nightly alternation of condition. We are eloquent on the 
folly of materialists supposing that the observable phenomena 
of the physical world exhaust the phenonena of nature—that 
nature is conterminous with her physical manifestation. And 
yet we ourselves reason as if, given another mode of existence 
than the physical, there must be another nature, another law, 
another process. We do not track nature into the invisible, and 
seek the continuation of her rule over that which disappears 
from our vision—though it is just this disappearance which is 
her rule—by the simple and obvious application of the law of 
cyclic alternation of state which she has revealed to us. And 
by neglecting this law we miss the only possible scientific con- 
ception of those phenomena of physical existence, birth and 
death, for an enduring individuality. 

What, in brief, is the proposition for which the ‘‘ Religio- 
Philosophical Journal,” representing on this occasion the anti- 
Theosophical Spiritualists generally, demands proof? It is that 
the law of our psycho-physical life, according to which there is 
a daily alternation of states, active and quiescent, repeats and 
represents the same law of the individuality which puts it forth, 
or (to beg no question) which is seen toact through an organism 
which in due course it drops. The question is, is there a true, 
as there is certainly an apparent analogy between this discarding 
of the known organs of action and the general retreat of nature 
into annual quiescence by a similar discarding, by all her pro- 
ducts to which the law of the year (as a particular period) 
applies, of their renewable organs of manifestation and active 
functioning? Is the psycho-physical organism of man similarly 
renewable, and does it wear out because the law of periodicity, 
of alternation, is universal, and applics to a larger cycle of man’s 
life as we know that it applies to a smaller. If so, we obtain a 
strictly scientific conception—that is, a conception agreeing with 
a known law of experience—of the fact of death, and, of course, 
similarly of the fact of birth. And then the statements of Mrs. 
Besant, as to posthumous communication with this world, are 
of strict general consequence. We have only to consult and 
apply our own experience as to the requirement and conditions 
of the nightly sleep. Is it not ‘tan injury and unkindness ” to 
atired-out, or an over-excited person needing rest, to force or 
encourage him into conversation, to rouse him as he is, or ought 
to be, dropping into the blessed recuperative slumber 
of the night? So, again, we know that true rest will 
only come to the brain-life in due season, after due 
functioning, and so if the natural term of psycho-physical life 
is cut short, we are not,as Mr. Sinnett phrased it, ‘* thoroughly 
and wholesomely dead.” Thus, as Mrs. Besant says, ‘‘ those 
who died a natural death will remain but a few hours, or at 
most a few years, on the earth plane,” whereas ‘‘ those whose 
death has been violont [or premature] remain within the sphere 


conceive it. À 
pxpressions we habitually uso in relation to it disclose. 
t 
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not proof. 
law in the different orders or regions of things which we com- 
pare, 
the known to tho unknown, and as it relies on the unity of 
nature it has a philosophical or scientific presumption in its 
favour, 
is fortified by the positive evidence of experience that we do 
really come under the law in question as far as we can observe, 
to reject the reasoning is to reject evidence. 
only applying the known consequences of the law in its total 
operation in things totally apparent, to things which are partially 
unapparent, but which, so far as apparent, show submission to 
the law. 
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of tho earth's influonco until the time when they would naturally 
have passed to spirit-life.”* 


Now, is it not tho fact that the great majority of communica- 


tions, expecially of such as havo extended over a long period, 
ave from persons whose earth-life has not reached its normal 
torm% Then, again, wo know that sleep is retarded by any 
anxioty or excessive preoccupation which continues to stimulate 
consciousness When the brain should be at rest. 
large class of cases of which “hauntings”? are the symptom, 
and which may go on for a very long time (although T think 
that Chore is, in occultism, an explanation from a deeper prin- 
ciple of much that passes for haunting by the disembodied 
personality). 


This covers a 


But this is analogy, and it will be objected that analogy is 
In reasoning by analogy we assume the identity of 


This assumption is the very possibility of reasoning from 


And when, as in the case we have been considering, it 


i . . 
The reasoning is 
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF SALVATION. 


In the domain of the moral and religious activities of men 


there are but two alternatives—that they are subject to law and 


that they are not subject to law—and when the latter assump- 


tion carries with it such destructive consequences, rendering, if 
we but probe to the bottom, the teachings of the thousands of 
ministers of our own day, nay, of Jesus himself, as useless and 
inconsequent as the act of a dog in baying the moon,—when, I 
say we fully realise these consequences, we shall have no hesita- 
tion in affirming that all acts that make or mar those emotional 
states, held to constitute salvation, are governed by law. 
Strangely, as it will appear to many—though, as shown above, 
necessarily—the work of every minister, whatever be his sect, 
presupposes the reign of law. He will tell the inquirer to believe 


this,do that, walk in a particular way, or follow a specified method 
in order to be saved. Unless, however, he be able to say 
definitely to some, ‘‘ You are saved,” he cannot make converts ; 
and the only means he has of doing this is by satisfying him- 
self that the devotee fulfils certain conditions, and then, because 
all who fulfil those conditions are saved, he is saved. This is 
the logic of all proselytising. Whether the real conditions are 
known by the religious teacher, and the judgment as to their 
being satisfied in a particular instance is correct, are questions 
entirely distinct from the logical foundation upon which his 
labours rest. If, then, the attainment of those emotional states 
which constitute being saved is governed by law, it is thereby 
for ever removed from the realm of magic! But many people 
who renounce magic do not see with equal clearness that the 
schemes of salvation largely current lie within this domain.— 
T. E. ALLEN in the ‘ Arena.” 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


Under this heading, at the request of several subscribers, we 
give from time to time such questions as may reach us— 
provided we deem them of a profitable character—with 
a view to their being answered, not necessarily by the 
Editor, but preferably by our readers. Both questions 
and answers should be stated clearly and succinctly, and in 
the replies the questions should be indicated by the number. 


QUESTION. 
12.—Having recently read Hellenbach’s ‘ Birth and Death,” 
and also C.C.M.’s able translation of Du Prel’s “ Philosophy 
of Mysticism,” with its few but pointed footnotes, I am anxious 
to pursue this line of study. Can any of the readers of ‘‘ Licnr” 
inform me whether any other works of these authors are avail- 
able for the English student?—L. 


* About ten years ago, just before the appearance, in ‘‘ LIGHT,” of 
Mr. Sinnett’s first set of letters (which caused me to abandon my inde- 
pendent speculations on a subject which seemed about to be more com- 

letely elucidated), I tried to work out this parallel in exact detail, My 
AS, is still, I believe, in existence. 
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THRE POSTEION, 
Te requires very Little prescionce to ronlino the fret that 
we are entering upon a period of considerable difficulty, 
There was atime when thers were bub two main sbronms 
of thought connected with the Unseen, those of boliet 
and of unbelief; now we have no numbor of sehools, nll 
having something in common, but each dilloring: fron 
the rost in some way which seems to mako for antagonisin 
rather than for agreement, OF these schools of thought 
there are three which stand ont pre cminently, Wirat, tit 
whieh may broadly be called Spiritualintie ; next, tho Theo. 
sophie ; and thirdly, that represented moro or Joss by the 
Society for Paychieal Research. Thoss who rango them. 
selves generally under the name of Spiritualists muy ngrin 
be divided inte two mein divisions; namely, those who have 
gatidied themselves of the reality of certain phonomenn, 
and new are busying themselves with tho investigation of 
the meaning of those phenomena in fret, are endeavouring 
wo frame i Spiritualistic philosophy —and those who nro 
wat istied with what they believe they know, and desire 
nothing more than a constant repetition of the phenomena 
in which they find a certain seminensnous comfort, 
Generally, ib may be said that neither class of Spiritualiate 
fin Bnygland at any rate) recognises any authority, or 
accepts any book as authoritative nod final as to their 
lo this the Spiritunliot differs from the 
Theorophiat, who— Wf evidence poen for anything -is already 
naking something more of Madwne Blavatiky than a mere 
leader. She ia passing rapidly into the senge of the domi 
yind, and fall deification does not seem very far oll, & White 
potas day” is already the name given to the anniversary 
of her death, and the “Secret Doctring ? is becoming n new 
Biblo to her followers, 
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with the higher and holier intelligences bub with N pmb oq 
freedom of individuan? metion., "i 
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future, We havo no wish to preetpi tate llen, 
but there is dittle doubt that there soon will he Penty 
af phenomonin of one kind nnd another good, hul, nnl 
vory indifferent brought before in astonished world, ng n 
doublo danger will arine, that of lotting the stories of tlin 
phenomeonn swamp the philosophy, nnd so holp the muteri, 
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im to which true Spiritiualiain is properly antagonistic, and 
bhat whieh comes of the ordinary mind being tut to 
renly bo meceph mny theorotienl interpretation which i 
boralded by the trumpet longus of n neli Corbitt 
mibhorivy, Hi is for apiribunl Spieitaredisn Ghul wo muat 
tinko thougbt, ind the danger in penr anel renl, 

Tho Society for Payelieml Woosonrchy hns enriched, and 
doubtless will still onviel, tho Titervtuare of the Unseen with 
thoro admirable series of tabulated facts to whieh we have 
been no long accustomed, Prom ib wo hive nothing to 
It may find somo difficulty oconionally in nquaring 
the faeta with 
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pro conceived theorion, but thoro in mw 
erystnllisod formnlity about the theorien propounded, and 
n gentler note is sounded now bhan bhat of tho semowha 
harsh musie whieh announced tho frst approach of ita very 
serions band of investigators, 

The torm, apiritanl Spiritunlista, has been used in this 
article -it has boon used purporely boenuno it will inelude 
all those who nol, perhapa, nvowing thomselves ant Spiritual, 
ista, yot under the mune of Chivinto Mheonopliinta nnd n» 
forth, hold well the banner of tho Higher Lifo in tho fight 
agninat an nggrensive Materinlimn, 
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The more ono looka into tho mnbtor and methods of Mr, 
Hudsona book, the more ono in struck by ita inherent 
weakness, ‘To arrange cortain observed facta no ns to 
HWhistrate an empirical law in nob argument, even if thes 
frets awo indubitable, 
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uss of to bolater up an unfounded 
hypothosin, We awo in tho prosenes of nomething nob quito 
worthy sven of the known methodi of poudo seieones, 
Inthe chapter of Mr, Hudson's bool erted (Hy puotinan 
tnd Crime,’ we get n very good iHustrntion of this curious way 
Of dealing with bin subject Ho it apewling of tho ordinary 
platforma exhibitions of hynotiun, expecially thoss whieh are 
supposed to show bow the hypnotised subject mny berotan 
Hietoumnent for earrying oub erininnl intention in the hands 
Of a cunning and dinholiend person, Quoting Moll, that 
Wiese Inboritory ox perisvuesstes prove nothing, bonusi somo 
braes of sonscionsness Hiway renin bo boll tho subject he 
iss playing  coniely,’ Mie, Hudson continues in this wiy; 
The abject knows that ho bs nmong hia friend, 
Gorficlenee in tho intoyritby of bho hypnolbinor, Ao dis most 
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faction of the audience, ho will recoive thoir applauso ; and 
applauso to the subjective mind is WH AWoet incense, For, be 
it known, tha average hypnotic subject is inordinately vain of 
his accomplishments. 

Now, all of these propositions aro simply assertions 
which are suggested by Moll's remark, and are given 
without the shadow of proof, yet Mr. Tludson  ealinly 
says of them : ‘AIL these considerations are, however, 
merely negative evidence against the supposition that the 
innocent hypnotic subject can be mado the instrument, of 
crimes or the victim of criminal assault against his will.” 
There is no evidence at all either way ; we have simply n 
string of unsupported assertions, Again, such expressions 
as “thousuuads of experiments are daily being made,” are 
far too lax to be admitted into a work which has even the 
very moderate scientific claims which Mr, Hudson's book 
possesses, 

With regard to another phase of hypnotism in con- 
nection with crime, Mr. Hudson asserts what we hope is 
true, that “no virtuous woman was, or ever can be, 
successfully assaulted while in a hypnotic condition.” “ This 
is a corollary,” he goes on to say, “of the demonstrated 
propositions, Which precede it, and it admits of no exception 
or qualification.” As no proposition has been demonstrated, 
we fear the “no exception or qualification ” depending on 
such demonstration is not as decided as could be wished. 
Mr. Hudson then becomes poetic, and says :— 

There is, indeed, aa ineffable and indescribable something 
which overspreads the countenance of the virtuous woman 
while she is in the hypnotic state, which disarms passion, and 
affects the beholder with a feeling that he has something seen 
of heaven. He knows that the physical senses are asleep, and 
he feels that the soul is shining forth in its majesty and purity, 
untainted by anythought that is gross,any emotion that is impure. 

An impressive and eloquent passag9 truly, yet a passage 
which proves nothing. But what is to be said of this, which 
follows almost immediately: “It will not be disputed 
that the attribute of the subjective mind, which is known 
as intuition when applied to man, corresponds exactly with 
what we call instinct when applied to animals.” And this 
“intuition” consists mainly in the “instinct” of self- 
preservation, of reproduction, and of the preservation of 
human life generally. Surely no grosser perversion. of the 
meaning of words was ever made, Mr. Hudson means by 
“intuition” subjective activity, and says so a little further 
on, while “ intuition ” means to others, perhaps to most, com- 
munication with something higher than that subjective 
mind. To say that under the influence of “intuition ”-— 
that is, of the subjective mind—the “ veriest coward will, 
under circumstances of unavoidable danger, act with the 
tame coolness, and evince the same presence of mind as the 
bravest man,” is to assert what requires considerable proof. 
But this is a book of unproven assertions. “It may safely 
In set down that such and such things cannot be, and 
therefore that the conclusions derived from them cannot be 
either,” is not a very conclusive way of “ reasoning” ! And 
this is Mr, Hudson’s way. He says :— 

Tt may, be safely set down, therefore, as a fundamental 
truth of hypnotic science that the auto-suggestion most difficult 
to overcome is that which originates in the normal action of the 
subjective mind—otherwise, intuitive auto-suggestion. 


For this, which is set down as a conclusion, not a serap 
of evidence is adduced. It is founded on the conjectural 
assertions of Mr. Hudson. But the book is full of this 
kind of thing. Another good illustration is the way in 
which the failure of his “dwmon” to prevent Socrates from 
taking the hemlock is made to square with the “ working 
hypothesis,” Socrates is said to have been “ clairaudient,” 
and to construe the silence of the demon into an approval of 
his conduct, the demon failed him at the critical moment :— 


The otplanation of this failure may be found in the experi- 


tneeof all mankind, This instinctive clinging to life weakens | 


LIGHT. 
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| with advancing years, and appears to cease altogether the 
moment a man’s career of usefulness in life has ended. This is 
the experience of every-day life. Men grow rich, and in the 
full vigour of a green old ngo retire from business, hoping to 
enjoy many yeara of rest, The result is, generally, death in a 
very short time, An old man thrown out of employment, with 
nothing to hope for in the future, lies down and dies. Another, 
losing his aged companion, follows within a few days or weeks, 
Another lives only to see his children married and settled, and 
when this is accomplished, cheerfully lets yo his hold on life. 
In fact, it seems to be as much an instinct to die, when one’s 
uscfulness is ended, as to cling to life as long as there is soine- 
thing to do to contribute to the general welfare. 
So Socrates, finding life's stream exhausted, preferred 
death, his “dinon,” ‘subjective mind,” therefore not 
Bat on what a 
tissue of gratuitous assumptions the whole is based. Some 
men retire from business, and do die, but what about those 
who retire from business and do not die? And what 
authority has Mr. Hudson for saying that men’s clinging 
to life weakens as their usefulness decreases! Do ninety 
men out of a hundred know or care whether they are use- 
ful or not? An old man thrown out of employment, with 
nothing to hope for, will probably die—but not because he 
“does” not cling to life, but because he “ cannot,” and his 
energy has gone. And then the absurdity of using the 
rare occurrence of the inseparability of two persons who 
have lived long lives together, and cannot be divided in 
their death! Have not young lives been as inseparable 1 
And so, after stringing together a number of foundationless 
platitudes, the author of the “ Working Hypothesis” once 
again says, “In fact it seems to be,” and triumphantly 
enunciates the proposition up to which his baseless pre- 
mises have apparently led. 


warning him against taking the hemlock ! 


THE CHICAGO CONGRESS. 


(From tHe “ Revicio-PHirosopHicaL JOuRNAL.”) 


The ‘ Reiigio-Philosophical Journal” is able to announce 
that it will soon give its readera an account of the progress 
made by the Committee on the Psychical Science Congress, 
which is preparing the programme for the sessions that com- 
mence August 21st, 1893. There is every prospect of a large 
attendance of thoughtful men and women to hear the subject 
af psychic science discussed in all its bearings by many of the 
ablest and most distinguished psychical researchers of the 
world, The list of those already slated for the occasion is a 
long and strong one, which will certainly occupy all the time 
that can reasonably be devoted to this Congress. 

The ‘‘ Notes” on this Congress which the ‘‘ Religio-Philo- 
sophical Journal” has hitherto published from week to week, 
have invariably been prepared from official information and have 
proved correct in every particular, From the very beginning of 
this important movement, the “ Religio-Philosophical Journal ” 
has been the recognised organ of the Psychical Science Congress. 
At a meeting of the Committee held Jast October, the ‘‘ Religio- 
Philosophical Journal” was formally made the semi-ofticial 
medium of publication of the proceedings of the executive com- 


mittees and of other information in regard to the Psychical 
Science Congress, Articles which appear in the ‘ Notes” 
published in the “ Reliyio-Philosophical Journal ” may therefore 
be regarded as authoritative, published with the official sanc- 
tion of the World’sFair Congress Auxiliary and by the direction 
of the Executive Committee. 


Mas is a fallen divinity, still conscious of the skies. The 
remembrance is also a hope; for the lost Paradise points, 
through redemption, to the Paradise regained. Such is the 
Christian dogma, the only answer to our modern pessimism, 
with its blasphemy and and its despair. But we cannot forget 
that, in tho view of God's justice as of man's, trangression is 
essentially and exclusively personal ; we shall teach no longer 
tho arbitrary imputation of the sin of one man to all men ; we 
shall no longer insist that these first pages of Genesis are a 
strictly historical narrative. Wo shall see in them rather a 
beautiful symbol by which God would make us understand the 


moral deterioration of the primitive generations of mankind, 
the heredity which reproduces the parent in his offspring, and 
the solidarity which makes of a multitude of individuals one 
collective being, with common responsibilitics and a common 
destiny. —Hyacintuk Loyson (Pene HYACINTHE). 
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hoy, sels in a semi-somnambulte condition, when, (hanks lo the 
proponderating action of Che right, during Che mellvity of the 
loft hemisphere, he has no consciousness of what he as doing 
and bolioves ho is writing at tho dietation of another, 
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neither agent nor subjoct, and who had not been hypnotised. 

It is what happens with light and sound waves. If in the 

meeting around the mysterious table there is no one who knows 

Latin, the table dows not speak Latin. But the great public 

who do not notice this at once beliove that the medium spenks 

Latin by inspiration of the spirits, and they believe also that ho 

can converso with the dead. 

“In this wayare explained the cases of Mrs, Hirsch and Barth, 
who saw their departed relatives and heard their voices, Tho 
women's thought, having been transmitted to the medium, 
mbounded on them, and, as thought takes with all mankind the 
form of a fugitive imago, because of the rapidity with which 
ideas are associated, they saw the image of their relatives, of 
whom they were thinking and whose momory was extremely 
vivid with them, 

“As for the spirit photographs, I have seen several, but of not 
one of them am I sure. Until I obtain one myself I cannot 
express any opinion, 

“The objection made by the majority of pouple is this : Why 
should the medium--Madame Eusapia for example—possess a 
power which others lack ? Because of this distinction, suspicion 
of fraud arises—a natural suspicion (especially with ordinary 
minds) and which is the most simple explanation, and more to 
the taste of the multitude who evade reflection and 
study. But suspicion disappears from the mind of the psychologist 
grown grey in the examination of hysteria and its simulators. 
It concerns, moreover, very simple and common enough 
phenomena (pulling the beard, raising the table) almost always 
the same, and which are repeated with unvarying monotony, 
while an impostor would be able to change them, inventing 
phenomena more amusing and more marvellous. Besides, 
charlatans are very numerous and mediums very rare. In 
Italy I have only known two, while I have found there, and 
cured, more than a hundred hysterical frauds. If Spiritualistic 
phenomena were always simulated they would need to be very 
humerous, and not exceptions. I repeat, the causes of these 
phenomena should be sought in the pathological conditions of 
the mediums, just as I have demonstrated they should be in 
the case of hypnotic phenomena. The great error of the 
majority of observers is studying the hypnotic phenomena and 
not the soil from which they spring. Now the medium Madame 
Eusapia presents very grave cerebral anomalies, whence arise, 
doubtless, the interruption of the functions of some cerebral 
centres while the activity of other centres increases, especially 

that of the motor centres. That is the cause of these singular 
mediumistic phenomena. Sometimes, it is true, phenomena 
peculiar to hypnotics and mediums occur with normal people, 
but at the moment of some profound emotion, among the dying, 
for example, who think of the one dear to them with all the 
energy of the period preceding death. Thought is then trans- 
mitted in the form of an image, and we have the phantasm 
which we call at present genuine or telepathic hallucination. 
And precisely because the phenomenon is pathologic and extra- 
ordinary do we meet it only in grave circumstances, and with 
individuals who do not display great intelligence, at least at the 
moment of the mediumistic fit. 

“Tt is probable that in very remote times, when language was 
in an embryonic state, the transmission of theught was much 
more frequent, and that the mediumistic phenomena which we 
call magic and prophecy were also much more frequent. But 
with progress, with the perfecting of writing and language, the 
mode of direct thought transferences was destined to disappear 
completely, having become useless and even noxious, and in- 
convenient, secing that it betrayed secrets, and communicated 
ideas with insuflicient exactitude. When we finally understand 
that these neuropathic phases had not the importance which 
was attributed to them, and that they were pathologic and 
not divine we shall see diminish and disappear the magic, 
the phantagms, the so-called miracles, which were almost all real 
but mediumistic phenomena. All these manifestations, except 
in very rare cases, will no longer be met with among civilised 
peoples, while they continue on a vast scale among savage 
nations and with neuropathic individuals. 

“Let us study, let us observe, then, as in hysteria, convulsions, 
hypnotism, the subject more than the phenomena, and we shall 
find the explanation of the latter more complete and less 
marvellous than they seemed to be at first. For the present let 
us distrust that pretentious acumen which consists in finding 
impustors everywhere, and believing ourselves the only wise 
ones, seeing that such a pretention is precisely what may plunge 
us into error,” 
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These were the opinions of Professor Lombroso up to March, 
1892. Apart from the views” of this eminent psychologist, 
his statement that “if among the sitters there is no one 
who knows Latin, the table does not speak Latin,” and 
tho implication that inediumistic phenomena are only found 
“with individuals who do not display great intelligence” show 
on his part such a complete lack of knowledge of his subject 
that it can only bo paralleled by the ignorance he previously 
displayed with regard to the identical phenomena which he has 
now verified. It seems dificult for some eminent scientitic 
people to realise that the very latest fact with which they may 
have made themselves acquainted may not be absolutely 
the last one that nature or history has in store for them. 


FREE WILL AND KARMA. 


The following extract from a paper on “ Free Will and 
Karma,” which appears in the current number of “Lucifer,” 
with the signature, “W. Kingsland,” “seems ” to militate 
against what is, at any rate, the popular idea of the Karmic 
doctrine :— 

Let us suppose, for instance, that some act in one incarna- 
tion, say the act of wilful murder, hag thrown a man back by 
its Karmic effect into an environment of cruelty and violence. 
Let us suppose that it has thrown him back into a savage com- 
munity, where it is the right thing to kill and eat your neigh- 
bour. In due time, perhaps, the man himself is killed and 
eaten by a stronger neighbour. But there the Karmic effect 
ends. Like produces like ; the man by the murderous thought 
which he cherished in the previous incarnation has been 
attracted in the next to a corresponding environment. For 
remember that it was not the art of murder that produced the 
Karmic effect, but the thought of murder which the man 
cherished, which produced the dynamic effect on the higher 
plane, and was therefore carried forward to another incarna- 
tion. But in this new incarnation the act of killing is not 
associated with a dynamic mental effect, with a choice between 
right and wrong. It isthe law of the community to kill, the 
savage knows „no better, unless you succeed in awakening 
within him the dormant moral faculty ; therefore the same act 
in this incarnation, the act of killing, does not carry forward a 
Karmic effect. Or take as another illustration the case of the 
hereditary criminal, the man born with the “criminal brain. 
It may be impossible for us to determine in any particular case 
to what extent, if at all, the man is responsible for his criminal 
acts ; but we cannot postulate the same Karmic effects from any 
particular criminal act of such a man as we should for one who 
had a normal brain, and whose associations were not criminal. 
The criminal himself is the Karmic effect of some previous act 
on the part of the Ego. The Ego is punished by being forced 
into an environment of criminal heredity for one or more incar- 
nations ; but in so far as it has now only a criminal brain to 
work through on this plane, it is to that extent irresponsible on 
the higher plane for the criminal acts, though it may suffer 
on the lower plane during a long series of Karmic effects. 

It is impossible for us to apportion the Karmic merit or 
demerit: which may attach to the acts of any individual, or even 
to our own acts. It may be that in many cases, even where 
there appears to be a deliberate choice, there is in reality a 
reference to any particular action, the greater and more far- 
reaching will be the Karmic effects. We all admit that an 
irresponsible action does not merit the same reward or punish- 
ment as one done with deliberate intention. Further,we make 
deeper necessity governing that action. But we can at least 
postulate that tho retributive action of Karma will only extend 
to that circle, however limited it may be, where there is really 
freedom of action. Nor will it avail us to excuse our actions 
on the plea of necessity. We may deceive ourselves, but we 
cannot deceive the immutable Law. 

It is possibly a mistaken notion as to Karma, but the 
impression with most is that any given re-incarnation is in 
its nature the result of the actions done in the last or 
previous incarnations. Yet if a murderer is put back into 
a condition where bloodshed is the rule, and therefore 
where he presumably more or less enjoys himself, the moral 
meaning of Karma is gone, 


Every man has a paradise around him until he sins, and 
the angel of an accusing conscience drives him from his Eden,— 
LONGFELLOW. 
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basso hy smo unewett agency, but the intention in these ani- 
jastatione seoma to be less that of injury than of warning. The 
ue whatever they may bo, are so cast as to pass close to 
of the house without hurting them. 
The wnant himself, bowever, received a severe blow from a 
stone which couldn't possibly have been hurled at him by any- 
enc in the street. Naturally he and his family are very wuch 

urbed in mind over these matters, and though he will not 
comet himself to any guess as to the nwaning of the mystery, 
Me Parker for shat, [ believe, is his name—by no means 
relishes the scepticism of sume of his visitors. Naturally the 
news of chase manifestations has caused a cortain excitement in 
the wartki, and numbers of mediums Rave hastened to 
the wene with the intention of gaining sume striking evidence 
ef the existence of the ghost, or possibly some form of message. 
Une of the aeighbours, indeed, offered the opinion that it was 

shast at sll, but a ** sparit. 

p~ Boodle, the vorger of Holy Trinity Church, Kentish 
Town, ts saul to have prayed in the house for some explanation, 
but the opinions as tw the results of his seekings are very 


euntrubetory 


The inbatetante of the entire district have had their keenest 
interest aroused by the mysterious Yccurences, and night after 
pight thoassnds congregate in and about Leybourne-road look- 

“agn and seeking an explanation. The most wild, 


for a 
post] and contradictory theories are afloat, but my own mind 


w rory far fron being decided. At any rate, come weal or woe, 
Lam determined, sys the "San ” representative, to ‘tear the 
heart oat of the mystery, ` and in the hope of a better oppor- 
tunity for spiritual and appantional manifestations being afforded 
in the stillness of the night have resolved to visit Leybourne- 
road unaccompanied, and as quietly as possible, this evening. 
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Boul v. Spirt. 

Sta, To detine theme two terms (soul and spirit) is some- 
what hazardous, owing ty the fact that they have been regarded 
hy many as synonyms and also from the want of agreement 
between writers on the subject. 

Roughly speaking, ‘soul ° may be taken to mean the mind 
and personality, t2., the self which is in evidence during life. 
While "spirit ” relates to tho immortal atom within us which 
A sapposed tu animate the soul and to ho the source of life, It 
ia also supposed to have an individuality which, according to 
many writers, cannot be expressed in black and white. Though 
spirit is assumed to be immortal, the soul is not so, it gradually 
fading with the decay of the body until the change called death 
takes place, and then it ceases to exist utherthan in the memory 
of the living. CHARLES Straxce. 
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Sin, —Genius ts simply the natural action of 

phronological subsliviston of tho human head wat si 
other ehaped instrament in engineering form ei : w 
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Tha say thirty-seven subdivisional powers of the | i 
brain for detail purposes have each i ‘ie 
ai uses have vach it aa th, 
pury s allotted task, ay thee 


amd the thumb have, aml con b: brought int, ue TN, 
required. In tho event of any one division being in ey 
aize, that divinional power ean produces extra divisional, h 
ns easily asa twonty horse power engine can hoyon that of ie 
horso power ; hence the aptitude shown by mon and wom, > 
special duties and not for others -in other w irda, att en. 
size of that special division of the forehead perceptives 4 
sa number, or weight, or form, or time, or tune, can pr a 
extra results naturally and as easily as a small sized i 
produces ita capabilities; in like manner the intelle 
powers division, which include the subdivisions of ident 
Veneration, imitation, and other powers ; as also those 
animal functions, 

A mother under sudden special excitement ona given a 
ject befure the birth of hor child, gives the special pulp 
vision substances an enlargement of the size beyond a 
ordinary ; this is illustrated by the image mark of thing, 
some children's bodies, produced by the impulsive longing, S 
the expectant mother, and also by her unsatisfied cravings te 
absorbed by her child, which cravings continue in the ¢ 
after birth till satisfied, T could give many physical gy 
mental illustrations of this law of transference. 

If a sensitive, expectant mother is suddenly extra delish, 
with a given division of music, or poetry. or of religious ideal, 
the sudden excitement acts on the pulp counterpart of t 
child, and that subdivision, receiving in excess, expands, a 
so the child after birth develops naturally the excess power, y 
in floral life under a given chemical stimulant; but as g 
the withdrawal of that stimulant the future plant life rete, 
to its natural species condition,se the children of the geniai im 
of the ordinary type, aud the brothers and sisters of the Zetia 
as a rule are also of the ordinary family type. 

By an occasional fever state of the body, the nerves iu te 
head become extra active, and extra physical and mental resak 
are produced ; on the abatement of the fever state, sy n 
scarlet fever and also in mesmeric and clairvoyant condition 
often the person completely forgets all he has said and due 
when he returns tu his ordinary condition. We have no nesl 
for the fancy theory, ‘That Genius is a sublime uprushis 
J. Exmore Joris 
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from consciousness.” 


Exoteric and Esoteric Catholicism. 

Sir, —The letter of Henry Burny is very positive in its state 
ments, but it is not so plain a matter to me. The opinion 4 
“ the highest authority of the Church of Rome in this land” 
after all his own opinion. Nothing but a decision ef th 
Catholic Church from the mouth of the Holy Pontiff can be hek 
as infallibly true, and I do not know that any such decision bs 
been given any more than in the case of eternal torture, which 
has also been taught by some of the highest in position in the 
Church. 

As to the B.V.M. representing the Motherhood of God, wt 
can read the books of devotion of the Catholic Church, and na 
sve that it isso! The Bible is acknowledged by the Catholie 
Church to contain init all the germs of dogmas that can N 
detined in the future. Now, in the very first page, Gen, i. 2 
wo are told that “ the Elohim made man in their (or its) 03 
image, male and female,” in the "image of Elohim.” Whe 
Original, then, can this be after which man is created male at! 
female! Here we have not only the genn but positive inti 
tien of the doctrine of the feminine nature in God. The Iw 
maculate Conception is grounded on intinitely weaker and 1 
distinct intimations of Scripture. Then, is not the Church th 
t Catholic” Church! If so, how can the truth be exclude! 
because ** it is simply Asiatic ” t 

Do not the Missal and Breviary of the Church teach th 
Mary is the Daughter of the Eternal Father, the Mother of W° 
Blessed Son, and the Bride of the Holy Ghost the spo 
What more can we have need of than this to show that the HU 
Catholic Church has ever held the doctrine of the Feminine ® 
the Godhead? Could the Feminine exist upon earth unles * 
had first subsisted in the Divine Mind ? 

* Ep. “ Liar.” 
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I would recommend Mr. Burny to read “ Now Light on Old 
Truths,” a book very casily obtainable at tho office of “ Licut,” 
and also its companion ‘Basket of Fragments,” and he will 
there see tho doctrine sot forth in all its completeness by two 
who, if not Catholics, then I am ata logs to know what other 
community they belong to. 

A CATHOLIC Born anp Bren IN SPAIN. 

P.S.—Mr. Maitland has explained by whom the miracles of 
Tourdes are not done; will he kindly explain by whom they 
are done ? 


Conditional Immortality. 


Sir, —Tho lottor of your correspondont T. L. Henly, on 
“Conditional Immortality,” is a very interesting one, touching 
so well on the all-important topic of immortality. 

The work-xoferrod to, by the Rov. Dr. Petavel, is doubtless 
mest valuable. I should bo glad to read it, for the problem of 
immortality with which he deals is, to my thinking, the great 
problem of all ; also, I beliove it to be the underlying reason of 
all revelation. 

I quite agreso with what Mc. Henly says when he asserts 
that the exoteric doctrine of Christ’s atonement, as taught 
unhappily by the priosts of the Church, does neutralise the 
good effect of the solemn words, ‘t Whatsoever a man soweth 
that shall he also reap.” 

Ina few words, it appears to me that man must gain immor- 
tality while in the flesh, that he cannot gain it otherwise. This 
body is meant for action and for sowing : if a man sows to the 
bady, he reaps in the body; which means, he remains imprisoned 
ins body until he frees himself from it. 

When an unregenerated man dies, he simply lays aside his 
outer shell, this body ; he is otherwise just the same man inall 
his thoughts and desires. He is not, however, shell or a spook, 
a Theosophical doctrine to which I do not attach truth, but 
simply a man minus his body, that is, his physical body, but he 
has his astral or planetary body, which is quite as real and 
objective on its own plane, even more so than the outer one on 
the sense plane! He has, however, sown to the body, and to 
the body he is doomed to return, until such time as by con- 
tinued re-incarnation he has given such heed to the revelation 
given to man in various ways, in order to teach him how to gain 
immortality (Nirvana), hov not to sow to the body, so that he 
no longer reaps to the body; he becomes a regenerated man 
and steps aside out of the Circle of Necessity, freed from his 
Karma, an immortal man! Until such period, he has not 
obtained immortality, he is simply a man without individuality, 
merely a series of personalities from one incarnation to another. 
In one personality the man’ sows less to the body than in 
another, so that the period of time spent between each 
incarnation will vary in condition, from the lowest Purgatorial 
period suited to the animal man to a period in Devachan, or 
heaven of intense happiness, nevertheless not immortality. 
There is no action nor progress in these periods, and return to 
a body for progress (either way) is a necessity. Man, as animal 
man, knows no way out of this condition; he is, however, 
tormented sooner or later with the internal friction which is 
bound to develop in all men ; and this friction is caused by the 
spirit of man warring against the flesh. Animals have no such 
friction, and therefore they are happy in their animal life and 
iree from responsibility. We, however, are not free from re- 
sponsibility towards them. 

It would be an impossible and a terrible thing in grim 
earnest, if man awoke to this sense of longing to know if he 
he an immortal being or not, if there were no absolute means 
of answering that question. 

But thé question is started because the answer is really 
existent, and the answer, I infer, is that man is immortal if he 
will, not against his will; but that there is no way of finding 
ont how to become immortal save by revelation, which teaches 
mm how to become, while in this life, an immortal and 
regenerate being. 

This reads, I feel, very much like an Evangelical sermon ; 
but take out the unreality and phantasmal combination of 
words and phrases, so empty in Evangelicalism, and substitute 
the most vital reality, and it is the all-important truth ; the one 
truth that it is all-essential to man to learn if he wishes to 
become really a man, and not to remain only an undeveloped 
Creature. 

No wonder, when this truth is fully grasped in all its terrible 
significance, that prophets, fiery souls, such as the Brunos, the 
Wesleys, &e., have felt compelled to forsake all things out of 
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love to mankind, to beg and entreat them to consider their 
ways and to urge them to learn to live the true life, and to seek 
for immortal life; for this life must be sought ; it is freely given 
when sought, but it is not found without seeking. The error 
into which such men commonly fall, however, is that of thinking 
that there is only one form of revelation, that which was given 
to his country or people, and it is giving way to this false think- 
ing that has produced tho terrible conflicts of creeds, so that 
religion has brought war instead of peace, and the men of this 
world have scorned it. When, however, the inner meaning of 
all revelations is discovered, it is found to be but the same 
thing, and lies in explaining to man how he is to become im- 
mortal, how to finish for ever with earthly life and the animal 
man, and become a regenerated or Christ man. This is the 
whole drift of all revelation, and we may attend to it, or we may 
leave it, this is our free will, or what we ‘‘ call” our free will ; 
at all events we have finally no one to blame and no one to 
thank but ourselves if we will not or if we will become immortal. 

Outer religion has taught too much in words, laid too much 
stress on attitudes of thought, that is, thought relying on the 
opinion of others; it has made religion an unreal, fanciful, gaseous 
thing, the next world or condition a confusing dream ; in fact 
it has done its best to take out all the life and intellect in 
religion ; it has made an impossible thing out of it by trying 
to force men to believe things about which they know nothing, 
their belief then being either superstition or of a kind powerless 
to move them to action, and such dead, lifeless, dreaming dis- 
course will not awaken men. 

The sole reason for all the mysteries in ancient times, and 
for researches of the alchemists and mystics and others in 
historically modern times, was the belief that man’s regeneration 
and his becoming ‘‘ really” a new man was the object of our 
being in the flesh, Man comes to earth for this purpose, and 
he comes of his own will to desire and work for immortality. 
He is never forced into it. He obtains it. There may be to some, 
doubtless, a shade of arrogance in this, many like to think of 
man as a crawling being, who now and then is kindly picked up 
by ‘God ” and then made into a good man through a belief in 
certain doctrines ! Alas, man may crawl for ever before such an 
inversion of deity can happen. The deity in man recognises God. 
He is not meant to crawl but to aspire, and the goal of- his 
aspiration must be immortality, which fact he must ‘‘learn in 
the flesh ” before he puts it off, or he must return and return 
until he does. I quite agree with Dr. Petavel and Mr. Henly 
that the sooner ‘‘ congregations are lifted out of their fool’s 
paradise that all men are saved” the better. 

You ask, why should these renewed lives be on this earth 
only? I can’t say, but in these matters simplicity and direct- 
ness seem most useful, so why should they not ? Moreover, we 
only know of this life, and the mass of people who give up their 
earthly bodies at the first death (that we know of) only know 
of this world. They live in it still, but without their bodies. It 
is more likely they come back to the place of their affections, 
than go elsewhere ; as they have sown to this planet they pro- 
bably reap to this planet. What other lives pass on other 
planets is unknown to me, I should say unknown to all except 
to a few, but those few in all probability are not known to the 
world. We shall all know when our knowledge is gained. It is 
not given gratis. 

At present all man has to do is to learn and acquire one 
thing only, his own immortality as regards this planet and the 
completion of himself, and not the distribution and endless con- 
tinuance of himself in repeated personalities. When once his 
manhoodis gained the true knowledge of all ‘‘ curious questions ” 
will be his, not before. 

I can but look at the appearance of Mr. Stead’s new 
periodical, ‘‘ Borderland,” as a sign of the time. You have 
wisely and truly suggested caution ; but you may suggest this 
vainly. The work is begun with the fundamental error that no 
one has been capable of dealing with these matters before ; 
that the new inquirers are the only ones qualified really to say 
yes or no? Well, so be it, there is nothing like experience which 
each must gain for himself and herself. This is said to be the 
Kali Jug period, when all things move quickly. A man or 
woman may gain immortality in one life now ! 

Mr. Stead’s ‘‘ Borderland” may be a fulcrum in the future 
to bring the masses to immortality or death. Hitherto this 
extreme has been to the few, the many have simply gone on in 
the Circle of Necessity, and the ‘‘ Immortals” having seen how 
few had the power to gain immortality, the truth has been with- 
held for fear of the responsibility being too great for the mass of 
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Hart, Wear Hau-cane, STRATFORD, F- 3 hin oR, 
a | at 7 p.m., alao at 26, Keogh-road, Maryland Pring pe i er, 
"| 7.00 p.m. ; members 4.30 p.m. Several Speak tom ing My 
the meeting on July I6th.—J. Rarsrow, Hon. Se wiy Me! 
Serutvar Hart, 46. Hick-stezet, M i 


Sm, —The following oxtraota from Dr. Petavel’s work an the 
abore-named subject isthe best answer I can give to‘ JLW.F.'s 
interesting etter. I do not know what thu Rey. Edward 


White's opinions are, nor do I entertain the * absuril idea of On Sunday evening last, Mr. J. J. Morse’s done ms, t 
Divine favouritism” ; I look upon existence, meaning thereby in- 4 The Hella of the Hereafter.” The masterly tan, lettin à 
Nep ; P 


this subject was dealt with gave very great par: ik 
Marse will again lecture for ua on the Led. inet atio "a 
ing next at 7, Lecture. —H.H. * Sanday it 


dividuality as a human being, as a gift of God that will be con- 
tinued so long as we live in accordance with Divine Law, and 
not as an inalienable right for everyone born into the world. 


The gift is freely offered to all—to take or to reject. God does x oe a sal Pade ide id Society, Sli, Cawg 

not deprive the “ wicked man " of it, the latter throws it away, talaga ait oie He 7 an eang and even: Yh 

will not sceept it. If **as the offspring of the Eternal, everyone : os pare on el rh ee ne Sethe, th. 2% 
yearly meeting was held, when reports of the varioga po al 


without exception inherits immortality,” then other animala 
mast do so, for they share the same life that we do, and “the 
good Lord, who leveth us, hath made, and lovesthem all.” I, 


of our work showed that in all ways the South thy 

€ piritualist Society is in a flourishing conditien, The Ling 

was adjourned until Sunday evening next. AJ] merahan ZY 
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: : ‘ L Wednesday, séance for inquirers, 4 
for my part, look upon Hamanity as the highest development attend. y: TS, 8.30 p.n.: p G 
- A > : 16th, séance, 11.40 a.m. ; Lyceum, p.m.: spiritual | Bras, 
mentally and physically of animal, vegetable, and mineral life, 7 pm. —CrarLes M. Parse, Correa. See, piritual Mieg 


believing that each of these kingdoms is endowed with Life and 
Spirit, and that these are ever striving upwards towards perfec- 
tion. I dare not trespass farther on your space, although 
tempted sorely to do so, for I love these discussions, believing 
that light comes to us through them in more ways than one, 
whether the subject dealt with be that of ‘‘ spiritual gravitation,” 
or ** oonditional immortality.” T. L. Hesty. 
Our correspondent encloses the following :— 


“We have asserted that every being exists only under a 
definite condition ; that for every human soul this condition is 
personal commanion with the personal and living God; that 
this, ton, is the condition of immortality ; that as a consequence 
ci sin man finds himself outside of that communion ; that he is 
invited to return into it. Neither science nor conscience can 
contradict these assertions. 

t Science says: Conferma to the condition of your existence ; 
reject every element that is contrary to your physical or moral 
constitution. The Gospel says : Be ye holy. 

** Science saya: Aspire after indefinite progress. The Gospel 
says : Beye perfect. Science demands the abandonment of every 
prejudice : the Gospel requires the docility of the little child. 

“The Gospel teaches that no man should live for himself 
alone ; that we mast live. and if needful die, for cach other. 
Science responds with the ery: Solidarity, mutual trust; all 
for each, each for sll. The object af social eennorny is attained 
when fraternity tends freely towards equality by the maltipli- 
cation of the relations of all to each. 

* The Gospel tells as that many are called but few chosen, 
and that many of those who are invited will refuse to sit down 
at the banquet of eternal life. Observation convinces us that in 
nature only a limited number of choica germs are developed and 
perpetuated. So, vwo, the Gaspel and universal anslogy teach 
us, as by & ommon accord, that the gift of life is conditional, 
that progress ia effected hy a proceas of elimination, or. to vary 

the expression, that it is needful to ‘*atrive to enter in by the 
narrow door fur wide is the gate and broad is the way 
that leadeth to destruction, and many be they that enter in 
thareby ; for narrow ia the gate and straitened the way that 
Yeadeth unto life. and few be they that find it.” 

“Tn the words of a profound historian, Hanke: ‘The time is 
approaching when God's eternal light, meeting at last with 
man’s reasom and experience, will chase from the face of the 
nations that night in which na man can work. As St. Paul 
mid: ‘The night is far apent, the day is at hand.” Humanity 
is reaching adult age, and the dictates of wisdom, patiently 
inculeated in our childhood hy the heavenly Father, ought now, 
in the light of experience, to display before our eyes the im- | 
mensity of their truth.” 

t These are the frat dawnings of the promised day in which S 
all from the least to the greatest shall comprehend religious SEVERAL communications have been unavoidably ent" 
trath, when ‘they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, out this week. 

saying, Know the Lord, for the law of the Lard shall be written = . 
in their heart.” In the crisis through which we are now passing | No recreation is real which does not recreate. He never 
an imperfect science is shaking the faith of many; a riper | a good time who lives only that he may have a good ws 
science will change faith into sight. , LymMas ABBOT, 


_ Forest Hiki, 23, DEVOSSHIRE-ROAD.-—On Thursdas 
Bliss took the circle with her usual success: there wan ee 
attendance and many excellent tests, also an enk po @ 
address by one of the guides respecting the sad peo 3 
Spirits so ignored by so-called Christians when inka tt 
hannting. We greatly desire mediums. Will anyone St 
the fore to occasionally take the circle ? On Sundar fase ye K 
N. Lucas, of Croydon (a well-known musical man), Pave he i 
periencee of lifeand the excelleney of God's love w -o7 
proved by the talents each one possesses. Mr. Lucas kna ` 
his services with a few earnest friends in giving an ere," 
music (selected) on the 20th inst (Thursday). We thas 
trust for the weal of the cause to have our rooms fall ‘Ten 7 
Gd. each, in aid of the Society's funds. On Sunday ar 
Allen.—J.B., Sec. 

Toe SPIRITUALISTS INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDING Scenes 
—Information and assistance given to inquirers into Spi ina ai 
Literature on the subject and list of members will esna 
receipt of stamped envelope by any of the following Irterzsria 
Committee :—A merica, Mrs. M. R. Palmer.3101. Nori Eon 
street, Philadelphia; Australia, Mr.J. Webster. 5. Peckrllasce 
North, Melbourne ; France, P. G. Leymarie. 1. Rue Chakana 
Paris; Germany, E. Schlochauer, 1, Monhijou-place, Bers 
N.; Holland, F. W. H. Van Straaten, Apeldoorn, Midiehe 
632; India, Mr. T. Hatton, State Cotton Mills, Bary 
New Zealand. Mr. Graham, Huntley. Waikato: Swain F 
Fortenson, Ade, Christiania ; Russia. Etienne, Geistizz Gn 
Belozerski, No. 7, Lod. 6, St. Petersburg; England. J. ie 
Hon. See., 14. Berkley-terrace, White Post-lane. Manor Put 
Essex; or, W. C. Robson, French correspondent. 14, Ra 
Hill, Neweastle-on-Tyne.—The Manor Park branch wil bli 
following meetings at 14, Berkley-terrace, White Possum 
Manor Park:—The last Sunday in each month, atT p.m. ner 
tion for inquirers. Also each Friday. at 8 p.m. pm 
Spiritualists only, the study of Spiritualism. And at 1. Win 
read, Manor Park, the first Sunday in each month. a: 7 p2 


reception for inquirers. Also each Tuesday, at 7.3) pa. = 
quirers’ meeting. —J. A. 


Mr. H. BOGDINGTON, 25, Hicu-street, PECKEAM. write 
Mr. Veitch will lecture at the Mansfield House, Univa 
Settlement, on Sunday next (July 16th), at 3 p.m: satis? 
“ Spiritualism and Christianity.” Any friends who can 3 
part in the discussion which follows will be welcome. H. Badia 
ton, 25. High-street, Peckham, or Mr. Weedemeyer. 2, Balt 
street, Canning Town, will be glad to receive any pos 
parcels of Spiritual literature for distribution. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


